Judith Arlene Derdenger
April 22, 1940 - October 26, 2020

Comments

“

We offer our deepest condolences on the loss of Judy to Scott and everyone
involved.
From the Netherlands we had regular contact with Judy by telephone or in writing.
Last week, without being aware of her death on October 26, 2020, we sent another
letter with photos and Christmas wishes and today when I tried to call her I got no
further contact.
We were shocked when we found out through Google that she had passed away and
Scott quickly confirmed it was completely unexpected with a sweet letter to us.
During her short stay in the Netherlands in 1964/65 we met Judy. We became friends
for live and have always had a lot of respect for her. She was very caring and proud
of her son Scott and often said she loved him so much from birth to present
adulthood. Judy also often talked about her lovely parents with whom she had a
close relationship. Many a child would wish for such parents, she used to say.
In our contacts Judy was very happy with the birth of our three granddaughters.
Especially Inke, the first and now five years old, was her ‘ Princess Sunshine’ in the
house and she often hugged her photos to ease the pain of the loneliness.
We look back with love on our 56 year relationship in which age did not play a role
because we always counted ourselves young. With wonderful shared memories of
old and new mutual experiences, often with a smile and sometimes a tear.
Aging Judy told me, on her 80st birthday, that she was getting weaker and her living
conditions became increasingly difficult due to the Covid19 virus. Her loneliness, the
lost and the missing of her loved ones troubled her for many years.
Judy was eager to keep living in her familiar home at all costs, and her sense of the
past was stronger than following heartfelt advice for the future. Her field of vision
determined her laws and the short term memory started to play tricks. Thereby
communication with the outside world became very difficult due to her isolation and
dependence on care.
It’s very painful that we haven't been able to support Judy personally in her final
phase of life. Her final thoughts and words will always remain a mystery to us now.
So incredibly sad, but we are grateful to have been a part of her life.
Such a pity the distance between us was so far away and Judy never had the
opportunity ever return back to the Netherlands where she was just so happy.
Judy passed away but isn't really dead to us. Now she will live on in a special place
deep in our hearts. We will cherish the sweet memories of Judy.
Frits, Annie and Gevert van Merkesteijn
Frits, Laura, Inke, Fenne and Baukje van Merkesteijn
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